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Fig. 7   Front left lower  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fig. 8  Back left upper  

 

 

 
Fig. 9  Front right lower 

 

 

 

 
Fig. 10  Front left upper 
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Fig. 11  Back left lower  

 

 

 

 

 
Fig. 12  Back right lower  

 

 

 
Fig. 13  Back right upper  
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          Fig. 14  Example of a marked and numbered body-map of patient 10927 
 
 
 
2.4  Image management without special software 
 
The image management system must provide reliable identification of the individual nevi with regard 
to: 
 
●  The patient 
●  Date the photo was taken 
●  Location on the body 
 
A structured sub-file should be created for each patient with the patient’s identification Nr. (e.g. patient 
Nr.10927 as in Fig.14). 
 
The date on which follow-up images are made can be noted as a suffix to the patient file or can be 
indicated by a letter e.g. 10927c for the third follow-up exam. Additionally, a new master file should be 
created at the beginning of every new year. 
 
The identification of the nevus and its position is assured by the body-map and the full-body images. 
The full-body and dermatoscopic images and the body-map should be attributed to the appropriate file 
and the images named accordingly. 
 
 
2.4.1 Identification of files by name 
 
The following standard format guarantees the identification and location of a nevus during subsequent 
exams: 
 
WXXXXXYZZ 
 
W  = a (first follow-up exam) 
      = b (second follow-up) etc. 
XXXXX = Patient Nr. 
Y  = n (dermatoscopic photo - nevus) 
    = b (body-map) 
ZZ  = image Nr. (number of the nevus on the body-map) 
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In Fig.15 we give an example of documentation of a part of the body in a file structure. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
2.5 General software for photo-documentation 
 
Many manufacturers offer documentation software with the following functions: 
 
●  Titles or descriptive texts on or next to the image 
●  Zoom function 
●  Comparison of two images next to each other 
●  Contrast enhancement 
 
Some digital cameras include a simple software program of this kind. 
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3. Work-flow in documentation 
 
Appendix 2 includes a poster showing a typical work-flow chart. 
 
4. Literature 
 
Dermatoscopy books and atlases 
 
[1] Farbatlas der Dermatoskopie 
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[2] Dermatoskopie von Hauttumoren. Auflichtmikroskopie - Dermoskopie - Digitale Bildanalyse 
Blum, A., Kreusch, J.F., Bauer, J., Garbe, C. 
2003 with CD-ROM. 
Steinkopff Verlag, Darmstadt 
 
[3] Auflichtungsmikroskopie und Sonographie in der Dermatologie. CD- ROM 
Bruckbauer, H. 
for Windows 9.x/NT4/2000 or MacOS 
Ecomed Verlag, 2002 
 
[4] Auflichtmikroskopische Vitalhistologie Dermatologischer Leitfaden  
Schulz, H. 
Springer Verlag 2002 
 
[5] Kompendium der Dermatoskopie 
nach Stolz, W., HEINE Optotechnik 
 
Publications: 
 
[6] Total-body photographs of dysplastic nevi 
Slue W, Kopf AW, Rivers JK. 
Arch Dermatol 1988; 124(8):1239-1243 
 
[7] Systematic digital body photographs for surveillance and early detection of skin cancer in 
teledermatology 
Kirchesch, H. 
Abstracts of: Skin Cancer and Photoaging Meeting, Rome - April 4-6, 2002 
Exp Dermatol  
Volume 11 Issue 1 Page 96 - February 2002 
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12. Jahrestagung der Arbeitsgemeinschaft Dermatologische Onkologie, Erfurt 
Kirchesch, H., Eichhorn, A. 
Akt Dermatol Aug/Sept 2002, 28, p 323 
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5. Appendices 
 
Appendix 1: Full-body map  
 
Fig 16 shows the body-map. This can be photographed and used as a matrix for computer image 
documentation. 
 

Fig. 16   Body-map 
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Appendix 2: Work- flow chart for photo- documentation. 
 
The poster shows a typical work-flow chart for digital photo-documentation. The references to the 
various sections of the text are useful for training purposes. 



Instruction Manual for the systematic documentation of the skin Surface with the DELTA 20 Dermatoscope-System

Appendix 3  Work-flow chart for photo-documentation 
(Originator: H. Kirchesch, 2002 [8])

Patient Dermatologist Member of staff
x x

x x

x x

x

x x ( x )

x x ( x )

x x ( x )

x x ( x )

x x ( x )

x x ( x )

x x ( x )

x x ( x )

x x ( x )

x x ( x )

x

x

x ( x )

( x ) x 

Who is involved?

No

No

Yes

Yes

No

Yes

No

Patient is prepared, good room 
lighting (1.2.3.) 

Visual exam with
 DELTA 20

Suspect nevi marked
(2.)

Further documentation
 by staff 

Body-map 
available?

Body-map: take photos and print 
(app. 1)

Experienced 
staff? 
(1.2.1)

Further documentation by 
Dermatologist

Body-map: record exact position 
of nevi  (2.1)

Body-map: 
record nevi in the right order 

(2.1)

Carry out follow-up exams in the 
same order ! ! ! 

(2.1) 

Body-map: record the patient 
number (2.1)

Photograph completed body-map
(2.1)

Take dermatoscopic photos in 
the right order

Torso 
documentation 

(2.2) ?

Full-body documentation: 
 8 photos (2.3)

Torso  photos (1.3.1)

Select camera settings for full-
body or torso photos

(1.3.1)

Select camera settings for 
dermatoscopic photos

 (1.3.2 and 1.4)

Check image quality on screen or 
camera monitor 

Image Quality 
OK?

Prepare:
- Patient identity

- Image transfer to PC
- Re-name files
(2.4 and 2.4.1)

If required, compare with 
previous images with the patient  

(2.4.1)

E N D 

Yes
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